Curatorial Rational

Every artwork I have made represents a personal experience, feeling or event that happened in my life and in some way they all connect to each other. My vision for this presentation is to tell a story of my life, and how I became the person I am today, and most importantly who that person is. I am relatively shy and tend to be closed off, so art has always been a gateway for me to express myself. 
I have explored a variety of different issues, ideas, and motifs including symbols within Milwaukee, the importance of knowledge, divorce, feelings and how they are expressed, growth, addiction, death, and society, that all are a part of my life. When I was younger my artwork had no meaning, besides thinking it was pretty; however now I focus on the story each piece will tell and how I can tell it. My artwork has a wide range of mediums including: digital manipulation, sculpture, acrylic on canvas, charcoal on paper, glass, mixed media, and wood. Although, I have learned I am most fond of painting.
The main themes within these artworks are struggle, pain, overcome, and identity. The influences come from society, my family, friends, school, and two major events that happened in my life including, my parents’ divorce and both my great-grandmothers deaths. My inspirations come from Jose Posada, Andy Warhol, Adam Lupton, Joel Peter Witkin, Pablo Picasso, Margaret Dowell, Roy Lichtenstein, Frida Kahlo and Luis Quiles. From each artist, I was inspired by their style and use of color. From some the culture as well, for example, Kahlo and Posadas Mexican background. My two favorite artists are Adam Lupton and Luis Quiles because of their unique style and theme of struggles in modern society. They inspired my two triptychs “Ugly Societies” and “Artist, City in the Artist, and Artist in the City,” which are also my favorite artworks that I have made.
The first artwork shown in the presentation was “Milwaukee flag,” which symbolizes Milwaukee as a whole based on its history and how it is today. The second piece “Two-Sided,” is an endless stair that on one side is dark, while the other is lit up. It connects to “Milwaukee Flag” because it is a visual of the change and the separation of people. The third artwork called “Ugly Societies,” shows world hunger, poverty, suicide bombing, and kids being forced into violence. This piece connects to “Two-Sided” because it is being left in the dark and ignored by the rest of society. Next is the painting “Divorce,” which shows overcoming pain and depression. Following is “Emotions,” which is 12 self-portraits demonstrating mixed feelings of any situation in life. This connects to “Divorce” because throughout sophomore year when my parents got divorced, it was difficult for me to express my feelings and overcome the situation. Next is the glass sculpture “Bottled-Up,” which shows how negative words are more over powering than positive ones. This relates to “Emotions” because one single word can affect someone’s day and how they view their self. The seventh artwork is “Breakthrough,” shows overcoming an addiction and breaking away from something negative and damaging. This piece relates to “Bottled-Up” because it shows that too much negativity can also be damaging if the person isn’t strong enough to overcome the situation. Next is the digital manipulation “Guidance” which represents overcoming death. Unfortunately both of my great grandmothers died within these past few years, it was a difficult time for my family but I overcame it by appreciating the time I had and knowledge I gained from them. Next, is a clay sculpture “Roots of Knowledge,” representing my values of furthering my education because my family couldn’t. This relates to “Guidance” because the roots of my knowledge came from my family. After that, is a self-portrait that portrays how people misinterpret my personality based on my appearance. Lastly, “Artist, City in the Artist, Artist in the City” represents how people misinterpret me similar to the self-portrait.” It also, shows how society has influenced me in who I am and who I want to become.
The main thing I want my audience to learn from my artwork is that any difficult situation can be overcome with a positive outlook at life. Also, difficult situations should not be ignored and left in the dark, because anything can be resolved. The way I have arranged my artworks shows where I am from, to what I have experienced, to how I overcame those experiences, to finding my own identity. Through this presentation I wanted to show a connection of all my pieces and how every event, experience, and feeling influenced the person I am today, and the person I will become.
